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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 
John Swinney MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

 
Councillor Stephen McCabe  
Children and Young People Spokesperson 
COSLA 
 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 
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EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

By email  es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 9 July 2020 

 
Dear Mr Swinney and Mr McCabe 

  
Thank you for your response on behalf of the Education Recovery Group. As you will 
appreciate, there are multiple issues that the Committee is continuing to monitor in 
relation to the return to school and the impact of the pandemic on vulnerable children 
including those in school education. 

  
The Committee has agreed to meet during the Summer Recess with a key focus for 
its work being the return to school. As part of this work I would like to invite you both 
as co-chairs of the Group to give evidence to the Committee. In advance of this 
session, the Committee asks the Education Recovery Group to provide the latest 
position on the issues set out below. Please note that, given the fast-moving nature of 
this situation, it is likely similar issues will be raised with you during formal evidence to 
ensure the Committee is in receipt of the most up to date information. 
 
Scientific advice 

  
The Committee appreciates the latest update letter from the ERG includes links to 
detailed scientific advice that has been used as a basis of decisions on re-opening 
schools. The Committee would wish to be informed from now whenever the scientific 
advice changes in a way that impacts on the viability of a full return to school in August 
to enable it to keep a close watching brief on developments. As previously intimated 
in my letter dated 11 June, for transparency and openness the Committee considers 
as much of the relevant scientific advice that the Education Recovery Group is basing 
its decisions upon should be in the public domain. The Committee would also be 
interested to learn the extent to which the approach taken, based on scientific advice, 
will be taken at national government and what will be at the discretion of individual 
councils after schools reopen. In addition, any detail on what decisions will 
disseminate down to individual school level would also be appreciated. 

mailto:es.committee@parliament.scot
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200701InLtrFromERG.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200611Out_letter_to_the_ERG.pdf
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Social distancing, PPE, testing and suspected new cases 

 
The Committee has scrutinised the detail of the Cabinet Secretary’s statement to 
Parliament on 23 June and has some questions which it considers require to be 
answered to enable schools, young people, parents and carers to understand what 
will be in place for the return to school.  

 
a. When schools reopen, what social distancing will be required of the 

school community including teaching and non-teaching staff? 
b. What PPE will be available for the school community, including teaching 

and non-teaching staff, and when will it be required? 
c. Will routine testing for the school community, including teaching and 

non-teaching staff, be available by 11 August? 
d. What measures will be taken to prevent outbreaks of COVID-19 

spreading in schools and what reassurances will be offered to the whole 
school community about what will happen if there is a confirmed or 
probable case?  

e. If a pupil or a member of staff is asked by a tracer to isolate at home, 
what measures and precautions would that trigger at their school? Might 
you get whole-school precautionary closures? 

f. Can the Education Recovery Group confirm what the approach will be 
for teachers, non-teaching staff and pupils who are shielding? 
 

Vulnerable children  
 

The Committee has taken evidence for a number of months now on the impact of a 
lack of attendance at school on vulnerable children. As discussed in evidence with you 
both, a low proportion of vulnerable children have attended school and childcare hubs 
throughout lockdown. The Committee seeks the latest information on plans to put 
additional support in place for disadvantaged pupils. For example, the Committee has 
raised the issue of digital exclusion on numerous occasions and requests timescales 
for the provision of tablets and other IT equipment for the digitally excluded, as 
announced by the Scottish Government on 21 May. 

 
Workforce 
 
The potential for additional NQTs to receive contracts to increase the workforce was 
explored with the Cabinet Secretary on 12 June and with COSLA and ADES on 19 
June. The Committee would appreciate an update from the Education Recovery Group 
on the numbers of NQTs and RQTs who have been offered, or will be offered, 
contracts by 11 August to increase the teaching workforce? In addition, the Committee 
requests details of the number of additional supply teachers and retired teachers who 
will be in the workforce by 11 August.  

 
Equity Audit 

 
Turning to the issue of an equity audit, the Committee understood that the Scottish 
Government was giving serious consideration to undertaking an equity audit (John 
Swinney 12 June Official Report Columns 5 and 15 to 17). The Committee, and 
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teaching representatives including the EIS, are very supportive of the Scottish 
Government undertaking such an audit. The Committee seeks details of the 
timescales and scope of such work, and an assurance the Scottish Government is 
making sufficient resources available to undertake it in a timeous and thorough way 
so the work is meaningful. For example, the Committee would assume the work would 
be multifaceted with specific workstreams on the impact of lockdown, and the potential 
impact of blended learning, on particular groups of children, for example those with 
conditions with a high prevalence such as autism. 

 
Funding 

 
The Committee seeks information on what additional resource has already been made 
available to local authorities to support the re-opening of schools and associated work. 
The Committee also seeks information on what further funding will be distributed to 
local authorities in July and August including whether any additional funds will be made 
available as a result of Barnet consequentials from recent Treasury announcements. 

 
Timescales for key guidance and decisions on the re-opening of schools 

 
Finally, the Committee also asks for details at this stage of the timeline for delivery of 
a full return to school that also incorporates key implementation stages of the work on 
the contingency plan of blended learning. This timeline should include details of when 
the Education Recovery Group or its sub groups will meet throughout this period. It 
should also include dates for necessary guidance for schools to be provided to 
education authorities and the proposed date for confirmation from the Scottish 
Government as to whether there will be a full return to school or a move to blended 
learning. 

  
In the circumstances I would appreciate a response at your earliest opportunity. In the 
meantime, the Committee Clerks will be in touch with your offices to arrange the oral 
evidence session. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


